A 43 year old woman presented to the dermatology on-call service with a burning rash affecting her forearms. Two days before she had been trimming parsnips in her allotment on a sunny day. Examination revealed erythematous streaks in unusual configuration with tense blisters on both forearms ( fig  1) . The linearity of several lesions suggested exposure to an external force that had contributed to the process. The woman was diagnosed as having phytophotodermatitis triggered by contact with parsnips and exposure to sunlight. The rash improved with topical dermovate. Phytophotodermatitis is a phototoxic reaction. It occurs after contact with plants containing furocoumarins and concomitant or subsequent UVA from sunlight.

